
Delicious, 
attractive fruit or 

healthy, vigorous 

plants? This is often the choice that 
gardeners have been forced to make 
when choosing which variety of 
vegetable to grow. Tomatoes can be 
a particularly rewarding to grow, 
but they can also be challenging 
to get good yields in our mild 
maritime climate.
	 Horticulturalists have perfected 
techniques that allow us grow a 
crop of grafted tomato plants for 
you. These maturing plants have 

roots selected from tomato varieties 
that are particularly disease resistant 
and vigorous. The fruit varieties 

that are grafted on the top of these 
supercharged roots are ‘Big Beef’ 
and ‘Sun Sugar’. 
	 ‘Big Beef’ is an extra-
large, extra-meaty beef steak 
tomato, with terrific flavor 
earning it the coveted All 
American Selection award. 
These indeterminate plants 
will grow quite large (we also  
offer XL cages for support) and  
boast incredible yields in  

their grafted form. 
	 ‘Sun Sugar’ is an orange cherry 
tomato borne on long clusters. The 
sweet-tart fruit is delicious, with  
high sugar content and 
unmistakable tomato flavor. 
	 Also an indeterminate variety, 

you will be 
dazzled with 

huge 
yields 
that 
allow 

you to 
snack from the 

vine as you are harvesting, 
and still have plenty of fruit 
to bring into the house!

	 Our greenhouse team has grown 
our grafted tomato crop right here 
on Squak Mt. These robust plants 
are grown in large two gallon pots. 
We start displaying our grafted 
tomato plants for sale around May 
15th. Tomato plants desire night 
temperatures to be consistently  
50°-55°F or higher in order to 
thrive. If you plant your tomatoes 
without any protection (such as a 
cold frame, cloche, or greenhouse) 
please be patient! 
	 Our greenhouses are filled with 
grafted and traditional tomato 
plants that are timed to be ready in 
mid to late May for your success.
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Multi-colored blooms of intense pink, yellow and orange 
celebrate summer in dazzling tones on our hot new Lantana 

‘Passion Fruit’. These sun and heat loving summer annuals 
bloom without interruption all summer long. 
	 ‘Passion Fruit’ is the very first trailing lantana we have 

grown. Spreading to about 14”, this will be a perfect addition 
to any sun soaked mixed container or hanging basket. The 

tropical toned blooms will be stunning when matched with 
New Guinea impatiens and a Cannova canna in a 

large decorative pot. Not only will your summer 
guests be dazzled with the vibrant island vibes, the 

pollinators will also enjoy visiting your lantana.
	 	 Lantana need warm days and nights in order to thrive. They are currently 

growing in our greenhouses for you. Plant them outdoors in mid to late May as the 
weather warms in your neighborhood. Our greenhouse team has grown a multitude of 

summer annuals for your selection. We look forward to sharing them with you soon.

Plants bring beauty and 
goodness to our lives in many 

ways. One wonderful benefit of 
gardening is the ability to attract 
and benefit wildlife. Our focus this 
year is to help share about ways to 
provide for birds in our area.
	 Summer annuals are planted 
to bring color and beauty to the 
neighborhood. Several summer 
bloomers provide food for  
birds, as they set seeds that are 
highly desirable.
	 Zinnias feature daisy 
shaped blooms with 
multiple layers of petals 
in vibrant 

tones of yellow,red, pink and 
orange. They love sun and heat, and 
we recommend planting them later 
in May to get them off to a good 
start. If you allow the flower heads 
to dry on the plant, delicious seeds 
will form for your bird friends.
	 Sunflowers are easily grown 
from seeds. You may select dwarf 
or tall growing varieties in several 
colors. Plant the seeds directly in 
the soil outdoors in May. Of course 
they thrive in sunny locations. 
Allow flower heads to remain on 

the plant as the blooms 
become mature and wither. 

The birds will be delighted to find 
this feast.
	 Marigolds are a long time 
favorite of summer gardeners. 
Bloom colors of yellow and orange, 
sometimes highlighted with red, are 
the perfect celebration of summer. 
They produce tons of seeds in their 
numerous blooms, so consider 
adding marigolds to your garden 
beds or containers.
	 Cosmos have single daisy 
flowers and airy delicate leaves.  
We grow crops of compact (grow 
12-18” tall) and tall varieties 
(36”+). They are terrific in garden 
borders to add height, texture and 
color. Their seeds are also a tasty 
delicacy for our winged friends.
	 Crops of cosmos, marigolds 
and zinnias are growing in our 
greenhouses at Squak Mt. today. 
And seed packages of various 

sunflower varieties are also 
available. We invite you to 
include these wonderful 
annuals in your summer 

plantings, and then intentionally 
allow the spent blooms to remain 
on your plants. You will soon e 
njoy watching the birds discover  
a nutritious meal of seeds.

New! Passion Fruit

New! 
Cascade 
Violet
Intense violet blooms are found 
on the world’s very first cascading 
interspecific geranium. ‘Calliope 
Cascade Violet’ has a vigorous 
spreading habit and can grow up to 
24” wide. Try growing this hot new 
variety in hanging baskets, large 
containers or the landscape. 
	 The Calliope series are 
hybrid geraniums, taking the 
best of zonal (upright) and ivy 
(trailing) geraniums. The result 
is a mounding habit with dense 
branching, numerous blooms, and 
excellent heat tolerance. Plant in 
full sun or afternoon sun locations 
for best performance. ‘Cascade 
Violet’ brings remarkable color 
tones of purple-violet to your 
garden and an exciting new trailing 
habit that will allow you to discover 
new ways to grow and enjoy 
Calliope geraniums in your garden.

The Wonder of Grafting

Gardening–It’s For The Birds!



As exciting as the solar eclipse 
was this spring, we would like to 
suggest that the ‘Eclipse’ coming 
soon to Squak Mt. will bring 
even greater interest. Hydrangea 
macrophylla ‘Eclipse’ (a big 
leaf hydrangea) is the very first 
hydrangea to feature deep purple, 
almost black leaves throughout the 
growing season. 
	 Cranberry pink mop head 
blooms rise above the foliage, 
creating stunning contrast. Each 
bloom has a creamy white center, 
and the blooms can tend towards 
purple depending on the pH 
of your soil. ‘Eclipse’  is a repeat 
blooming hydrangea, so no matter 
how you prune it, you are certain 
to get blooms each summer. 

	 Plant big leaf hydrangeas in 
morning or filtered sun locations. 
Consider marching with  
‘All Gold’forest grass for 
maximum color contrast. 
Growing 3-5’ tall and wide, 
‘Eclipse’ will be an excellent 
addition to garden borders or 
in a large container.  
	 Squak Mt. features a 
wide selection of shrubs and 
landscape plants, including a 
vast selection of hydrangea 
varieties, prized for the long 
lasting summer blooms.

(Note: Our first crop of ‘Eclipse’ 
hydrangeas will not be available  
until mid-May.)

Jiggle your retinas when you enjoy viewing the bold vibrant colors of 
orange, deep blue, magenta and yellow in our latest container recipe. The 
Squak Mt. designers were anticipating a hot, sun drenched location when 
they dreamed up this combination for you. No, you will not have to put on 
your eclipse viewing glasses to look at this pot, but we do think it will turn 
up the heat and excitement in your summer!
	 All of the plants in this container recipe are summer annuals, grown 
here in our greenhouses on Squak Mt. For your convenience, all of the 
items in this recipe are displayed together at Squak Mt., to make their 

selection quick and easy. Size and number of plants can be adapted for  
any size pot. The quantities listed here fit a pot approximately 14”  
in diameter. 
	 We also have pre-planted containers with this recipe so that you may 
take them home complete, and ready to enjoy. Our friendly staff would 
be pleased to assist you further as you design the ideal containers for your 
porch and patio.

A	 Cannova Canna 
1 plant 
Tropical banana like foliage on this striking upright grower to 24-36” 
tall. Exotic blooms. Consider scarlet, orange, yellow or for this recipe. 

B	 Cuphea ‘Cherrybells’ 
1 plant 
Tubular orange red blooms above airy foliage. Hummingbirds love to 
visit cuphea!

C 	 Brachyscome ‘Radiant Magenta’ 
2 plants 
Lacy green foliage dotted with daisy shaped blooms. 

D	 Calibrachoa ‘Mini Famous Neo Deep Yellow’ 
2 plants 
Spills and trails profusely with vibrant trumpet shaped blooms.

E 	 Lobelia ‘Hot Royal Blue’ 
2 plants 
Deep blue blooms cover delicate draping foliage. The ‘Hot’ series of 
lobelia keeps on blooming even through the heat of summer.
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Stunning hot pink blooms have 
returned to our impatiens crops for 
2024. Impatiens have long been
one of our favorite summer annuals

for the shade garden. They create 
remarkable impact when planted in 
swaths of color in garden beds. 
	 About a decade ago, impatiens 
powdery mildew was introduced to 
the Seattle area, which caused this 
easy care plant to become disease 
prone. Thankfully plant breeders 
soon introduced a highly disease 
resistant family of impatiens, 
known as the Beacon series. At first 
only a couple of color choices were 
available. Each year new colors are
added to the series as the breeding 

process continues.
	 We are excited to be growing 
a wonderful crop of Beacon 
Lipstick for you this spring. This 
brand new introduction features 
deep electric pink tones. It can be 
used in baskets, containers or 
garden beds to provide 
continuous blooms 
all summer long. 
Impatiens 
thrive in 
shade, 
morning sun 
or filtered shade 
locations. Space plants 

8-10” apart to make a carpet of 
color in the landscape. 
	 Remember our greenhouse 
team grows the entire series 
of Beacon impatiens colors in 
jumbo packs, which allows you to 
purchase six plants in a single pack 

for one low price. We also grow 
Sunpatiens, New Guinea 

impatiens, and Glimmer 
double impatiens in 
our greenhouses here 
at Squak Mt. Come 
choose your favorites 

directly from their growing 
benches soon.

New! Welcome Lipstick

New! ‘Eclipse’ONE FREE 
Pack of 

Homegrown Petunias

With this coupon. While supplies last. 
Limit one per household. 

Offer expires May 11, 2024



Our Plant Finder
The friendly, knowledgable staff at Squak Mt. enjoys recommending plants 
and providing design tips with you during your visits to our nursery. When 
you are daydreaming of your garden at home, consider utilizing our online 
Plant Finder. You can search by many different criteria, and discover plants 
that we offer at Squak Mt. throughout the year. Get started by visiting 
squakmtnursery.com and click on Plant Finder.
NOTE: Supplies are limited for all plants featured in our newsletter.

New! ‘Dream Cloud’
Light pink blooms with intoxicating fragrance envelop our newest lilac, 
‘Dream Cloud’. Flowers appear in early summer and in such great number 
that you can hardly see the green foliage! Each blossom can grow up to  
12” tall. 
	 ‘Dream Cloud’ is a Manchurian lilac (Syringa patula), boasting a 
compact, dense habit to 4-5’ tall. These sun loving deciduous shrubs would 
be ideal near a patio or front entry so that you may enjoy their wonderful 
fragrance frequently. This family of lilacs is 
particularly disease resistant and easy to grow. 
In autumn the leaves turn deep purple tones, 
bringing another element of interest to 
your garden. 
	 Lilacs are very cold hardy and require 
minimal attention. If you elect to prune 
your lilac, cut the branches soon after the 
flowers fade. This allows the plant to set 
flower buds for the next year. Allow our 
friendly staff to introduce you to ‘Dream 
Cloud’ and many other enchanting shrubs 
at Squak Mt. today.

Bird Nest
Ferns have captured the interest 
and obsessions of plant enthusiasts 
for years, and the elegant Bird’s 
Nest Fern is no exception. Our 
passion for this plant pre-dates 
even the Victorian era, when its 
distinctive nest-shaped form was 
first noted in the Species Planterum 
of 1753. 
	 The Bird’s Nest Fern is a 
favorite at Squak Mt. Nursery. Its 
lovely shape features delicate waves 
along its long leaves, and an elegant 
upright form. You may elect to 
showcase this fern on its own, or 
enhance a grouping of houseplants 
with contrasting shapes.
	 Caring for the Bird’s Nest 
Fern is sure to bring tranquility. It 
requires indirect light, making it 
well suited to most interiors in the 
Pacific Northwest. Let the top 1-2” 
of soil dry out between watering, 
taking care to moisten only the soil 
and not the “crown” of the plant, as 
that is where new growth emerges. 
This is a slow-growing plant, 
making it a great option as a low-
maintenance plant.
	 An added benefit is that Bird’s 
Nest Ferns are considered to be 
nontoxic, making them an easy 
choice for pet-loving households.
	 For the Bird’s Nest Fern and all 
things houseplants, come visit the 
cheerful staff at the Garden Shed at 
Squak Mt. Nursery!

Climbing rapidly up wires, trellises 
and obelisks, Black eyed Susan 
vines (Thunbergia) bring color and 
beauty to your 

summer 
garden. This 

vine wraps 
around anything 

nearby and desires both sun 
and heat. There are a myriad of 

creative way to plant thunbergia. 
Plant them in a hanging basket 
and the vine will race up the top 
wires, blooming all the way. Make 
a obelisk from bamboo hoops in 
a large container and enjoy the 
vertical interest in your pots. Place 
an obelisk in a garden border and 
enjoy the beautiful profuse blooms 
all summer long.
	 In decades past we only offered 
Black eyed susan vine in a golden 
orange bloom color. Each bloom 

of course has a black eye in the 
center. For 2024 we are introducing 
‘Sunny Rose Sensation’ to our crop 
mix. It features large pink petals 
around it’s dark center. Other 
colors in our crop this year include 
white, lemon, orange and red-
orange. Come take a stroll through 
our growing greenhouses soon to 
add vertical interest in your garden.

New! ‘Sunny Rose’

Spread vibrant color in containers or garden beds with a 
sturdy new perennial. Elegant, white and green variegated 
leaves are topped by vivid blue blooms each spring on Phlox 
‘Blue Ribbons’. The mild fragrance of the flowers is an added 
attraction, as the contrast of the blue petals above the showy 
leaves is a true head turner. Bees and butterflies are big fans of 
the beautiful blooms.
	 ‘Blue Ribbons’ a woodland phlox (Phlox divaricata) native to 
the eastern United States, grows best in filtered sun locations. 
It can spread up to 20” across and gets about 6” tall. It can 
be a wonderful addition to mixed containers. In a garden border consider planting ‘Blue Ribbons’ amidst taller 
perennials such as astilbe hostas. This new introduction is very cold hardy and the semi-evergreen foliage picks up 
rose colored tints as the weather cools. Come check out ‘Blue Ribbons’ at Squak Mt. today.

New! ‘Blue Ribbons’2024 Free Events 
at

Squak
Mt.

Check out our upcoming  
events at  

Squakmtnursery.com/events 
Come join us!

Master Gardeners
Saturdays, 10:00am to 

2:00pm, May 4 through July 
27th.

Master Gardeners 
are dedicated and 

knowledgeable volunteers 
of plant science. Trained 
by horticultural experts 

from WSU, King County 
Cooperative Extension and 
the USDA, they offer advice 
on insects, disease, pruning, 
gardening techniques, soil 
building and just about  
any gardening questions  

you might have.  
Bring your questions and 
samples (sick plants and 

suspicious bugs in sealed plastic 
bags, please!) on our Master 

Gardener Saturdays.

Houseplant Re-Pot Day
Saturday June 8, 9am to 5pm
Bring in a houseplant from 

your home collection and our 
experienced staff will assist you 

in properly re-potting!

Labor, advice, and soil 
(up to 1/2 cubic foot) are 

complimentary.

New pots are available for 
purchase. Alternately, bring a 

clean, empty pot from home to 
replant into.  

Plants will be going home with 
you immediately.

One plant per household please.

Re-potting will be done on our 
covered outdoor porch area.

NOTE: If your plant is  
diseased or infected by insects, 

please keep it at home.
(Purchase a beautiful houseplant from 
our extensive selection at Squak Mt.  

and we are happy to provide 
complimentary potting.)

Summer Color  
Dollar Days

Saturday, June 15 – Saturday 
June 29, 2024

Redeem the Squak Mt. 
Summer Color Dollars 

you have earned on vibrant 
homegrown annuals. Color 
Dollars are earned each time 

you make a purchase at Squak 
Mt. Complete details are 

printed on each Color Dollar.
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Conveniently located:
Take Exit 15 off I-90. Go South 1 mile to Renton-Issaquah Road  
(State Highway 900). Look for our big yellow sign on the left. Turn left 
onto our driveway and it will lead you to our ten acre nursery.

Squak Mt. Greenhouses & Nursery
7600 Renton-Issaquah Road SE  Issaquah, WA 98027 
 425/392.1025
Squakmtnursery.com

Open Monday - Saturday,
9:00AM to 5:00PM. 
CLOSED SUNDAYS.

Get Inspired
Follow us at 

SquakMtNursery  
on Instagram. 
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Growing life. Creating beauty.

Come visit Squak Mt. 
to discover the perfect 
gift for Mother’s Day. 
Our greenhouses are filled with 
homegrown hanging baskets and 
custom designed combination pots 
that bring instant beauty to your 
Mom’s life and continue to bring 
joy all summer long.
	 Wander the nursery paths at 
Squak Mt. and select a beautiful 
plant that you know she has been 
wanting to add to her garden.
	 Our Garden Shed has 
wonderful garden inspired decor, 

lush houseplants, beautiful 
containers and many other 
options for the perfect gift. 
Give the gift of spring 
shopping. A Squak 

Mt. gift card is the perfect 
choice. Gift cards can be redeemed 
to shop any of the fun finds at 
Squak Mt. Purchase a gift card 
in person, by phone or online at 
shop.squakmtnursery.com  Buy by 
Thursday, May 9th to ensure on-
time Mother’s Day delivery of gift 
cards by mail. 
	 Squak is a great place to explore 
and find a wonderful variety of  
just right gifts for your Mom. We 
are here to help you celebrate, 
Mother’s Day is a very special day!

Squak Mt. is your home for summer hanging baskets

Calibrachoa, geraniums, fuchsias, begonias, New Guinea impatiens, 
combinations and much more can be found in our homegrown baskets. 
We have 1,000’s of baskets growing today at Squak Mt. Come select your 
favorites as the weather warms in May.

Since 1976 we have been growing beautiful plants for you in our 
greenhouses on Squak Mt. Come enjoy exploring all that we have to offer 
for your home inside and out at our scenic 10 acre nursery.

Squak Grown!
Baskets For Summer

Celebrate 
Mom


